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Profile

The IMZ International Music + Media Centre based in Vienna, is the pre-eminent organisation for music and dance in the media. 

Founded in 1961 at the initiative of UNESCO as a non-governmental advisory body on matters dealing with music and dance in the audiovisual media, its aim is to encourage the worldwide development, promotion and dissemination of music and dance through the audiovisual media as well as to support this media as an art form.

The IMZ´s advocacy for the arts and culture is based on one principle vision: being convinced that music and dance are vital components in our lives. The organisation therefore attaches great importance to making these art forms more accessible to the public. Through a vivid exchange of ideas between different cultures, the IMZ intends to establish global connections to strengthen communication between the various communities worldwide. Indeed, the IMZ is clearly committed to the notion that music and dance, and the related industries, can promote cultural heritage as well as intercultural dialogue and co-operation. 

Therefore, today the IMZ aims to actively foster creativity in music and dance in the audiovisual field and in the international media market. It operates as an interface between the world’s principal producers, distributors, opera houses, educational institutions and record labels focusing primarily on classical, contemporary, world music and jazz, as well as classical and contemporary dance. Furthermore, it provides the opportunity to meet decision-makers or to associate with business partners, to exchange the latest market news and to do business when attending one of the numerous IMZ events like film markets, screenings, workshops, competitions and festivals.

As a professional umbrella organisation it is one of the IMZ´s major objectives to be of exceptional value to its members by offering all-around expertise, creating networking opportunities, facilitating access to global markets for cultural projects through fruitful co-operations and supporting and enhancing the visibility of members´ products in order to help sustain the presence of music and dance in the audiovisual industry.

Together with its members, the IMZ wants to strengthen culture and creativity in the audiovisual media, help arts programmes occupy their rightful place in the media and all in all make a difference in the cultural community.

Arts programmes in their many different forms doubtlessly record the cultural life around us. Through their very existence, as well as in the artists´ manifold forms of expression, they not only entertain but also reflect our social and cultural identity and are therefore of essential value to societies worldwide. This is why the production and broadcasting of quality music and dance programmes are still going strong.

In general, the IMZ speaks for more transmission of culture through the media and intends to make the performing arts even more available for a wide audience.

Yet, because of reductive tendencies worldwide such as narrowing programming times, the relegation of music programmes to peripheral slots in schedules and budget cuts, it is increasingly difficult for music and dance to occupy their rightful place in the media. Therefore the IMZ intends to also serve as a lobby to strengthen the position of these genres and eagerly support new technological and media developments (like specialised television channels) as well as evolving forms of music presentation and distribution, which offer new challenges and opportunities.

Thus, a further objective of the IMZ is to provide the various branches of music and dance in the media as well as its creative artists, with an incentive to reaffirm how vivid, entertaining and innovative these arts programmes in the audiovisual media can be. Technical and artistic quality and their many manifestations in film, video and sound recordings are becoming more and more important in our digital age. Recent forms such as the DVD, the classical video clip or online music services are rapidly developing their markets. Thus it is important for us to be at the cutting edge here, too.

Main Tasks and Events of the IMZ

The IMZ sees its major tasks as manifold: to serve as an inspiring and useful source for all those who are engaged in audiovisual music and dance projects and to enable this by organizing the specific activities and events listed below. The IMZ further acts as a forum for exchange and is designated to supply up-to-date information, offer advice and further the communication about current audiovisual music and dance topics and productions. Overall, the organisation aims to serve as a high-quality advisory body as well as an interface between organisations and individuals in the fields of music and dance in the media.

As for the events, they are a diverse and carefully thought out composition of public as well as b2b screenings such as Avant Première at MIDEM or the World Music Film Screenings at WOMEX. This also applies to competitive festivals like dance screen, which awards the best dance film and video productions, and the Vienna TV Award, which awards the best music film programmes. Since a large number of IMZ members, including the most influential decision-makers in the industry, regularly attend IMZ events, excellent opportunities arise to socialise and to discuss current artistic and market-relevant developments.
The IMZ´s work involves:

Screenings
Organised in conjunction with major media markets like Avant Première screenings at MIDEM and the World Music Film Screenings in association with WOMEX, they are great opportunities for IMZ members to present their latest productions to an audience of international commissioning TV editors, TV and DVD distributors or independent producers.

Festivals & Competitions
With dance screen, one of the most important international festivals for dance films and videos today, and the Vienna TV Award, a competition seeking the best visualisation of music for the screen the IMZ organises two highly acclaimed forums alternating one another every two years. In addition, the IMZ-organised yearly open-air Music Film Festival in front of the Vienna city hall is the biggest and most successful event of its kind.

Workshops, Seminars & Open Discussions
Taking place either during IMZ events, or in co-operation with international partners like the Festival Golden Prague, workshops, seminars & discussions provide in-depth information on current market moves and offer the possibility to discuss with decision-makers. Special working groups of like-minded people collaborate on crucial subject matters and topical issues, arising from the production and distribution of music and dance programmes, which are discussed to encourage a cross-disciplinary dialogue.
Curator for Film Programmes

In the role of curator, the IMZ offers the possibility to compile a programme of music and dance productions on request.

Non-Commercial Film Distribution

The initiative dance screen on tour is a unique, non-profit and entirely non-commercial programme bringing dance films to a wider public and providing exposure beyond the festival circuit for dance in film and video. Winning productions and former dance screen highlights tour various cities and are offered to festival organisers who want to include dance films in their line-up.

Cooperation with International Music Organisations

For example: UNESCO, IMC – International Music Council and its individual music organisations, and EBU – European Broadcasting Union.

Publications & Newsletter

All attendees of the various IMZ events are provided with valuable works of reference like Avant Première and dance screen catalogues. Additionally, a monthly electronic newsletter is sent out providing an up-to-date newsflash on music and dance in the media, information on recent developments in the industry as well as activities of the IMZ membership.

Music Database & Media Archive
A database-managed compilation of worldwide information on audiovisual music and dance programmes as well as a media archive consisting of audiovisual music and dance productions is operated by the IMZ.

The IMZ aims to assist

·  Programme buyers in search of high quality TV or DVD programmes on culture.

·  Producers looking for co-production partners.
·  Programme distributors wishing to present their latest programmes on music and dance to the programme buyers of international TV and radio stations, as well as DVD labels.

·  Journalists who want to stay on top of evolving tastes and trends in the music world.

·  Individuals working in the audio, video, multi-media or online business.

·  Individuals interested in information on IPTV, VoD, DVB, Digital TV, mobile
 devices, etc.

·  Film curators looking for an overview of the latest trends in music and dance on film.

·  Representatives of opera houses, festivals, concert houses etc., looking for
  contacts amongst the most prominent broadcasters, producers and record
  companies in the world.

If you feel that you would benefit from our work and activities you are welcome to join the IMZ!










